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Dear Friends, 
 

A recent episode of Countryfile came from Cumbria, and much 
of the content and discussion was focused upon how farmers in 
that part of the world were responding to the challenges that 
were coming their way. It was really interesting to hear about 
farmers taking risks with new crops. One was endeavouring to 
grow bull rushes, while others were returning to more traditional 
grains like spelt and einkorn. The more traditional grains have 
deeper roots, which makes them more viable in summers like 
the ones we have, but harvesting is more complicated as the 
plants grow much taller. 
 

Hopefully none of us need to be reminded how difficult this past 
show would have been for those involved in agriculture, and the 
immense challenges presented by the succession of heatwaves 
and the fact that we received only three per cent of the usual 
rainfall in the summer months. At the best of times farming is 
unpredictable, but years like 2026 will stay long in the memory 
for all the wrong reasons. We also need to recall that within the 
mix is the impact of wildfires, both here and in continental  
Europe, that had a devastating impact. The fact that the city of 
Bordeaux was under threat would hopefully make most people 
sit up and take notice of the challenges that this summer has 
brought to various aspects of living. 
 

We can also add into the equation that the meteorological El 
Nino phenomena has broken records, and could lead to a wild 
and wet autumn for Western Europe. Everything is becoming 
more unpredictable and some, like us, get it rough while others 
avoid the usual challenges. The Caribbean and surrounding  
areas have not had any hurricane warnings during the normal 
height of the season, which will be a great relief for them. It all 
adds up to why the weather is an interesting topic of  
conversation, but also demands us to respond to the question of 
how we relate to what some are describing as a climate  
emergency. 
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It is inevitable that the price of food will go up, partially due to 
what we and Europe have endured, but also in response to 
Donald Trump’s excursion into the Middle East and its impact 
on the price of petrol and diesel.  
 

Things will get hard but we need to remember that those work-
ing in the agricultural sector are not to blame for this. Indeed, we 
need to try and imagine what it must be like to see the seed you 
have planted struggling to get anywhere near the yield that you 
might normally expect and the impact that this has. I note that 
the government is promising help to Jaguar Land Rover  
because of the difficult circumstances brought on by President 
Trump’s delight in tariffs One wonders whether similar degrees 
of support will be offered to our hard-pressed farmers? 

 

At this time of year when traditionally we offer our Thanksgiving 
for what harvest provides, there is a necessary call to consider 
how we can help to ensure harvests in years to come. This  
requires government, scientists and the agricultural sector to 
share with each other and seek ways forward. 
 

I am contemplating changing my car because the internal  
computer is unreliable which means, amongst other things, that 
the speedometer freezes. The question that is exercising my 
mind is about which type of car - petrol, electric or hybrid - is the 
best way forward environmentally.  
 

If we are to tackle the challenge that climate change brings, if 
we are to leave a good legacy for our children, this summer  
provides an opportunity to further examine current practises, 
and to see how we can play our part in a greener future. 
 

Blessings, 
 

Richard 
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Deadline for November Magazine 

End of Wednesday October 14th  
Contact saskiawelman@yahoo.co.uk 

 
TUESDAY CLUB WEEDON 

 
 

Tuesday October 13th at 8 pm  
 in Weedon Old Schoolroom   

 

                    “BUCKINGHAMSHIRE WORKHOUSES” 
                  
                         And their history, as told by Mr Julian Hunt. 

 
 

We look forward to seeing you. 
Please contact Judy Nagele on 01296 641278   

for more details. 
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Wild Weedon Bat Walk 
 
As the light began to fade on Friday 4th  
September, nearly 30 people gathered  
beside the village pond for a rather  
different kind of wildlife walk.  
 
Armed with bat detectors and guided by  
Rhona Bate from the North Bucks Bat Group, 
we set off to discover what was happening around Weedon after dark. 
Rhona began the evening with a fascinating introduction to bats, before we 
headed into Susie and Chris Webster’s garden and ponds to look for the first 
bats emerging at dusk. 
 
It wasn’t long before the bat detectors started clicking and chirping. What 
surprised us all was just how much bat activity was being picked up by the 
detectors compared with the number of bats we could actually see. Every so 
often, a bat would swoop silently overhead or skim across the surface of the 
pond, giving us a fleeting glimpse of these remarkable little creatures. 
 
We appeared to detect two main species, probably Soprano Pipistrelle   
(Pipistrellus pygmaeus) and Daubenton’s Bat (Myotis daubentonii). Susie 
and Chris’s ponds clearly provide an excellent habitat, attracting the insects 
on which the bats feed and creating an ideal setting for watching their evening 
activity. As darkness descended, we moved on to Glebe Farm, where Sabrina 
and Ella have been working hard to enlarge and improve the pond habitat.  
 
Once again, the detectors revealed bats hunting around us, even when they 
were almost impossible to see in the darkness. For many of us, it was a 
chance to discover a hidden side of the village. While we might think of 
Weedon as quiet once the sun goes down, our bat detectors told us a very  
different story! 
 
A huge thank you to Rhona for sharing her knowledge and enthusiasm and 
giving us such an informative insight into the fascinating world of bats. We 
are also very grateful to Susie, Chris, Sabrina and Ella for generously  
allowing us to visit their wildlife habitats. It was a wonderful evening of  
wildlife, discovery and community - and a reminder that sometimes, all we 
need to do is stop, listen and look a little more closely at the wildlife on our 
own doorstep. 
 
Here is the link to the North Bucks Bat Group where you can find out more 
about the bats in our area or join the group and/or donate 
https://www.northbucksbatgroup.org.uk/ 
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The autumn season started well for Wild Weedon, with an excellent 
Bat Walk which was very well attended. Rhona from the North Bucks 
Bat Group was brilliant and very informative. Plenty of bats were seen 
and heard on special bat-detectors as the darkness enveloped the 
village.   
 

As the season rolls on the bats will become less active and the sum-
mer visitors (like the Swallows in my garage who had 3 broods this 
year) will have set off for the trip south. At the same time the winter 
thrushes will soon be arriving from Europe to take advantage of the 
berries in our hedgerows. If you’ve berries, seeds, windfall fruit and 
such in the garden do leave it all for the birds to enjoy – wildlife  
friendly gardening (including piles of leaves, twigs and branches) will 
help things prepare for the winter to come.  
 

You can also take part in our Wildlife Friendly Garden Challenge and 
enter your garden’s status on our website at https://
mjsent65.wixsite.com/wildweedon. Autumn is also the season for  
fungi, especially in the woods, so if you’re out walking why not  
photograph any you see and post the pictures on our facebook page.  
 

Our annual gathering will take place in the Old Schoolroom on 
6 October starting at 1930. We’ll have a talk on wildlife photography 
by Robin Pettitt and there will be displays of the many and varied  
activities we’ve been up to. All made more convivial with cheese, wine 
and other refreshments – all ages welcome and it’s free! Later in the 
month we’ll be hosting an arts and crafts afternoon on 25 October – 
more details on the flyer. 
 

If you have any further ideas for activities you would like us to run or 
projects you would like us tackle please email:  
contact@wildweedon.org.uk or speak to any member of the  
committee.   

Wild WeedoŶ 

 

The WeedoŶ Wildlife Group 
aiŵs to protect aŶd proŵote 
wildlife iŶ aŶd arouŶd WeedoŶ 
aŶd Hardwick 
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Louise Davis Catering 

 

QUALITY HOME COOKED FOOD      
FOR ALL OCCASIONS 

 

Tel:  07979 578055 

E: louise.d.1@hotmail.co.uk 
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Jeremy Holden 

Carpet Services 
 

 All types of carpet and vinyl flooring 

 supplied and fitted  
Excellent quality carpet supplied 

Fitting only service  
Dry Carpet Cleaning  

Very competitive prices  
Adaptations, Repairs and Alterations 

 

30 years’ experience 
 

Our dry-cleaning system leaves carpets  
clean, dry and fresh instantly 

No job too small 
advice and quotes freely given 

 

Why pay shop prices? 
 

Tel:  01296 711 879   Mobile: 07721 421 608 
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